
 

 

The Western Balkans  
Policy Review 

 
 

Volume 1, Issue 2 
 

Winter/Spring 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kosovo Public Policy Center 

Prishtina, Kosovo 
www.kppcenter.org  

journal@kppcenter.org   
 

The WBP Review website:  
http://www.kppcenter.org/wbpreview.html  

 
Subscriptions/Submissions/Reprint Permissions:  

journal@kppcenter.org  
 

2010 © Copyright by Kosovo Public Policy Center and Authors 

 
 

 



The Western Balkans Policy Review  

 

 

 ii 

THE WESTERN BALKANS POLICY REVIEW 
Volume 1, Issue 2 

Winter/Spring 2011 
 
 
 

Guest Editor 
Faton Bislimi, PhD Candidate, Dalhousie University 

 
Assistant Editor: 

Luan Mazreku, MPA, Kosovo Public Policy Center 
 

Editorial Board: 
Dr. Besnik Bislimi, American University in Kosovo, Kosovo 

Dr. Martin Berishaj, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia 
Dr. Servete Gruda, University of Tirana, Albania 

Dr. Mytaher Haskuka, University of Prishtina, Kosovo 
Dr. Veton Latifi, Southeast European University, Macedonia 

Dr. Bedri Selmani, Victory University College, Kosovo 
 

Submissions: 
The Western Balkans Policy Review (WBP Review) is a semi-annual, peer-reviewed, journal 
providing an excellent publishing opportunity for young scholars (especially graduate students in MA or 
PhD programs and recent post graduates) and other professionals, including well-established academics 
with an interest in the Western Balkans. The WBP Review is an undertaking of the Kosovo Public Policy 
Center. It is the Center's belief that such a publication would enrich the debate over the Western Balkans 
policy issues. Thus, the key objective of the WBP Review is to provide a credible and comprehensive 
source of articles in the field of Western Balkans policy studies. Contributions may include analytical, 
theoretical, and methodological articles.  
 

The journal does not favor one over another approach, but rather encourages the use of appropriate 
social science approaches for the given topic or paper. Qualitative and quantitative approaches are 
equally considered.  The WBP Review does not define public policy in one particular way -- instead, it 
urges potential authors to consider a wide range of important policy discussions, arguments, practices, 
methodologies, and theories, in areas including, but not necessarily limited to, the following: 

 National public policy developments, processes, and practices in Western Balkans and 
elsewhere.  

 Comparative studies in public policy within Western Balkans and Europe. 

 Public policy development in Western Balkans states vis-à-vis the EU integration process 

 Public policy interface between economic development and overall development of nation-
states. 

 Influence, activities, and participation of non-state actors in the public policy processes.  

 Ethnicity, social inclusion, national identity and public policy development and 
implementation. 

 Good governance, human rights, and human development and their considerations in public 
policy debates and processes. 

 
Each submitted article undergoes a rigorous peer review process. Each successful paper will be 
published by the WBP Review. Copyrights, however, remain under the sole ownership of each author or 
group of authors.   
 
To submit a paper for consideration, please email it to journal@kppcenter.org in MS Word file, 
double-spaced. The paper length must be between 6,000 and 8,ooo words and the reference/citation 
style is MLA.  

 



The Western Balkans Policy Review 

 

 

 

 
iii 

 
 
 
 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
 
 
Introduction          v 
Faton Bislimi       
 
The Future of European Union: A European Union Proposal for the  1  
Second Half of the 21st Century and Turkey’s Contribution  
Dr. Mehmet Hakan Keskin and Dr. Murat Necip Arman 

The European Union Politics in the Western Balkans    23 
Dr. Ylber Sela and Lirim Shabani 

European Union and the Paradox of Accession:      39 
The Conflicting Logics of Integration and Democracy in the Case of Albania  
Malvina Tema 

Kosovo’s Struggle for its Own Future in the European Union   68 
Salihe Abazi 

Economic Reform for Bosnia and Herzegovina’s Accession into the EU:   81 
Factors Impeding Change and Recommendations for Bosnia and Herzegovina,  
the EU, and the International Community  
Kelly Lostroscio 

EU Enlargement and Institutional Quality:      98 
How far away is Albania from the EU Member States?  
Rajmonda Biraci, Teuta Llukani, Dorjana Nano 

Knowledge-Based Economy - Human Development in Kosovo    117 
Arbnora Krasniqi, Leonora Selmani, Lumturie Selmani 

 
 
  
 
 
 



The Western Balkans Policy Review  

 

 

 iv 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Western Balkans Policy Review 

 

 

 

 
v 

 

 
Introduction 

 
 
It is once again my pleasure and honor to write this introduction for the second issue 
of the newly established Western Balkans Policy Review, a scholarly journal 
dedicated to enriching and dissiminating academic work related to the many issues 
that the region of Western Balkans in general and its countries in particular face. 
 
As chair of 2010 international conference on Western Balkans: An Opportunity or a 
Challenge for the Future of the EU, organized by the Kosovo Public Policy Center 
(KPPC) in cooperation with the American University in Kosovo Research Center and 
Victory University College, I have been impressed with the level of interest and the 
quality of papers presented. As guest editor of this volume, I have been privileged to 
work with so many scholars from many countries during the peer-review and editing 
process. I must say that I have enjoyed this experience thoroughly and that I have 
learned a lot from it.  And, I am quite confident that the readers of this journal will 
also learn a lot from its contents.  
 
The current volume (which includes two issues of the WBP Review—the first one that 
was published in the Summer/Fall 2010 and the second one that is published in the 
Winter/Spring 2011) consists primarly of articles that were presented at the 2010 
Western Balkans and EU conference that was held in Prishtina, Kosovo in June 2010.    
 
The volume includes articles that look at the role of the EU in shaping the future of 
the Western Balkans, case studies of particular Western Balkans country experiences 
with EU accession programs, the benefits, advantages and disadvantages of joining 
the EU, etc.  Articles draw from a variety of perspectives in their respective analyses 
– political, economic, demographic, and social.   
 
As this new issue of the WBP Review goes to print, we just finished our second 
annual international Western Balkans public policy conference in Prishtina on 24-25 
June 2011.  
 
This year’s conference was as successful as our last conference and a selected number 
of papers presented at this year’s conference on issues of diversity, mutliethnicity, 
multiculturalism, and europeanisation, will be published in our upcoming second 
volume of the WBP Review, the first issue of which is scheduled to come out in the 
fall of 2011.  
 
Finally, I would like to thank all of our contributors, special contributors, as well as 
our donors (Friedrich Ebert Stiftung – Prishtina, Kosovo Foundation for Open 
Society) and sponsors (ProCredit Bank, Hotel Victory) that helped our conference 
and the publication of the first volume of this journal.   
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I would like to also thank our editorial board as well as student assistans of Victory 
University College and American University in Kosovo who helped with logistics 
during the conference. Special thanks go to the staff and fellows of the Kosovo Public 
Policy Center for their tireless work in making both the conference and this journal a 
reality.  
 
 
 
 
 

Faton (Tony) Bislimi 
PhD Candidate in Political Science  
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Dalhousie University  
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June 2011 
 


